
2019 Australian Election Study 

Information for Candidates 
 

I am Ian McAllister, a Professor of Political Science in the School of Politics and International Relations, 
College of Arts and Social Sciences at The Australian National University, and I am the lead investigator on 
the 2019 Australian Election Study.  
 
A critical component of the Australian Election Study is this survey of political candidates in the recent 
federal election, conducted by The Australian National University. 
 
Why we need to hear from you 

This survey forms part of an important long-term study of Australian politics and elections, which examines 
such questions as changing support for the political parties, the role of the party leaders, candidate 
campaign activity and the importance of political issues, like the economy and the environment. This study 
has been running since 1987 and several hundred researchers have used the data to publish in academic 
journals, undertake policy analysis and assisted PhD students to write theses. 
 
Benefits and risks 

In completing this survey you will help to provide researchers and policy makers with a better 
understanding of what Australian voters and candidates think and feel about the way government works 
and the decisions that it makes. The study will also become part of a large resource maintained by the 
Australian Data Archive to be used in Australia and overseas for social and comparative research. General 
information about the study is available at www.australianelectionstudy.org. There are no risks beyond 
normal day-to-day living associated with your participation in this project. 
 
Completing this survey 

This survey should take around 10-15 minutes to complete and your participation is entirely voluntary. If 
you choose to participate, you can complete online by going to the link provided in your invitation email. 
 
Confidentiality 

Your views will remain strictly confidential and, consistent with past surveys of candidates, will be reported 
only as part of the general findings from the survey. The only identifying feature on the questionnaire is a 
randomly-generated number linked to your email address. This is only necessary for the conduct of the 
survey (to avoid sending you reminders after you have completed the survey) and for allocating responses 
to various groups (e.g. political party, state) for analysis. If you do not wish to take part, simply click the ‘Opt 
out’ button in your invitation email and we will not contact you again. 
 
In collecting your personal information within this research, the ANU must comply with the Privacy Act 
1988. The ANU Privacy Policy is available at https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_010007 and 
it contains information about how a person can: 

• Access or seek correction to their personal information 

• Complain about a breach of an Australian Privacy Principle by ANU, and how ANU will handle the 
complaint. 

 
How did you get my details? 

Your email address was located from the published list of candidates on the Australian Electoral 
Commission website, supplemented by publicly available information.  
 
Queries 

If you have any questions about the survey or would like to opt out, you can call the toll-free hotline on 
1800 023 040 or email aes@srcentre.com.au. 
 
What if I have concerns about the ethical conduct of the survey? 

The ethical aspects of this research have been approved by the ANU Human Research Ethics 
Committee (Protocol 2010/079). If you have any concerns or complaints about how this research has 
been conducted, please contact: 

http://www.australianelectionstudy.org/
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_010007
mailto:aes@srcentre.com.ai


 
Ethics Manager 
The ANU Human Research Ethics Committee 
The Australian National University 
Telephone: +61 2 6125 3427 
Email: Human.Ethics.Officer@anu.edu.au 
 
The ANU Research Ethics Unit is not connected with the research project and can facilitate a resolution 
to your concern in an impartial manner. 
 
Thank you in advance for your participation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Professor Ian McAllister   Professor Toni Makkai  Dr Jill Sheppard 
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